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The 25 Years of Chinese Private Enterprise Survey:
Points and Prospects
Chen Guangjin', Lii Peng', Lin Zeyan’, Song Na’
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Federation of Industry and Commerce; 3. Science Evaluation Center,
National Library of China

Abstract The Chinese Private Enterprise Survey (CPES) is one of
the most enduring large-scale nationwide sample surveys in China,
providing important micro data for understanding and studying the
development of Chinese enterprises and entrepreneurs over the past
four decades since China’s reform and opening up. The CPES is now
handled by the Private Enterprise Research Project Team, composed
of members from the United Front Work Department of the CPC Cen-
tral Committee, All-China Federation of Industry and Commerce,
State Administration for Market Regulation, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, and Chinese Private Economy Research Association.
It is conducted once every two years, and 12 surveys have been done
until now (in 1993, 1995, 1997, 2000, 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2010,
2012, 2014, and 2016, respectively). The article firstly reviews the
origins and development trajectory of this survey to provide a gen-
eral picture of the purposes and the major issues of the data. Based
on a bibliometric analysis, this paper is the first to provide an overall
picture of academic articles in China and abroad that use the CPES
data. The mainland and overseas literature totaled 210 from 1993 to
2017. The article shows the structure of the data-set, the major issues
of the literature, the most published and cited papers, the high impact
institutions, and composition of the authors. The article also discusses
problems that users may encounter during data mining. By doing so,
it aims to help other researchers get a better understanding of what
has been done (e.g. journals, topics, scholars, and institutions) and do
their own research in a more targeted way. As members of the survey
project team, we also take a prospect of the future data design and
use, and offer some suggestions about how to use the CPES data to improve
high-quality development and business environment evaluation in China.
Key Words Chinese Private Enterprise Survey; Bibliometric Analy-

sis; Micro Data
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